President’s Report October 2017

This is my final report as President of the LRC.  I was elected to the position at the 2013 AGM, after stints as Vice President and Secretary and so, after nine years on the Committee, I have decided to stand aside.

As I prepared this report, I reflected on my first report as President and whether I had achieved what I set out to do.  The three key points were:
· 4WD Spectacular.  To consider the LRC’s continued participation in the 4WD Spectacular as long as it suited our interests to do so.  As we go through the process of renewing the governance arrangements for the show, I still believe that, notwithstanding the work required by members to deliver the event, it is still in our interests to be involved.  Participation enables us to keep our fees low, subsidise a number of social events and purchase equipment for use by club members.  If there’s any doubt, I ask you read the Treasurer’s report at the AGM.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Trip/event Calendar.  While the calendar has waxed and waned, there has generally been enough on to keep club members satisfied.  I have asked in the past, and on behalf of the incoming president, ask that you consider leading a trip for club members.  I have noted previously, that some 15% of club members live outside the ACT region and I’m sure LRC members would love for you to run a trip in your local area, so you can showcase the best of your region.
· Club funds. The club remains in a strong financial position and this thanks to returns from the Spectacular and a reasonable member base.  Over my time as President, along with the committee, we have considered how this financial position could benefit members.  Over the last few years, we have bought satellite phones, a defibrillator and sand flags to use on club trips.  We have also sponsored Christmas parties and other social events.  The key investment has been the new website, which I believe is a great way to provide information and advice to LRC members.
In general terms, I am satisfied that the club is in a better position that when I took on the role of President as I expect it will become even better under the tenure of future presidents.

As I mentioned last month the LRC AGM will be held in conjunction with the October Ordinary Meeting on 9 October at the Eastlake Football Club.   Pleasingly, most of the committee (executive and auxiliary) have indicated they are happy to continue in their roles, with the only exceptions being the Secretary (Carolyn Jamieson) and myself, so we’ll definitely need nominations for the following positions; Secretary and President.  If you believe you can contribute in one of these, or another role, please consider nominating at the AGM in October.  Nomination forms will appear on the website and will be available at the AGM.

So, in closing off this report, thank you all for your continued encouragement and support during the past year, it really meant a lot to me.  I’ve enjoyed my time as President and along with the support of the committee, I hope that in some way I’ve made a difference.  The friendship and good fellowship of the LRC membership reinforces in my mind that we are more than just a club, we have something really special going for us and the LRC is a club I’m proud to be associated with.  To the new President and committee members I wish you all the best and I am confident that the LRC will continue to be a major and popular 4WD club in the ACT region.

Cheers
Bob Zeitlhofer
President

